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1007 May 26, 1905 

Statistic* relative to inoculation against bubonic plague. 

The following is received from Consul Fee, under date of April 21: 

When the bubonic plague epidemic is reaching so high a mortality 
in India, 60,000 having succumbed to its fatality during the week 
ended April 1, 1905, anj^thing which throws further light on the pro- 
tective value of inoculation is of great worth. 

An interesting report comes from the Punjab, and deals with the 
duration of immunity from plague as the result of the preventive 
treatment of inoculation, a point which has not been scientifically 
determined, although opinion is coming to the view that it is a good 
deal longer than was originally- supposed. 

An officer on plague duty, hearing that those inoculated in 1902-3 
were immune in the following year, instituted inquiries. Taking a 
group of 20 villages, he found that out of 34,680 inhabitants who had 
been inoculated, 2,040 cases and 1,495 deaths occurred; whereas 
among 11,059 inoculated there were 1 case and 1 death. Even if we 
assume that on a closer investigation the figures are not as superexcel- 
lent as this, and allow a liberal margin for error, they remain a strik- 
ing illustration of the proph}dactic effects of 3'ear-old inoculations. 

The recently published reports of the correspondence between the 
government of the city and the Presidency of Bombay brought out 
some important facts on the subject of inoculation for plague. 

The chief health officer of the municipality analyzed the present 
position as follows: First, those who are in the best position to know 
are positive that the prophylactic plague fluid now prepared at its 
research laboratory at Parel, Bombay, is sterile; second, that it is 
harmless to healthy men, and that it is a "protection against plague. 

The government of Bombay accepts these postulates, when they 
declare that they are convinced of the advantages of inoculation when 
carefully performed, and that if a considerable proportion of the 
inhabitants in a plague-threatened area are inoculated, thousands of 
lives must be saved. 

As regards the degree of immunity assured, the health officer says 
that the case rate of plague among the population of Bombay for the 
past eight years is 23.2 per 1,000 per annum and the mortality is 19.5. 
That is, out of every 1,000 people, 23 were attacked and 19 died per 
annum; taking the population at 800,000, 18,634 were attacked and 
15,643 died annually. 

It is estimated that the death rate among the inoculated is 0.44 per 
cent of the population, while among the inhabitants of Bombay it is 
1.9 percent. 

Consequently had the whole population been inoculated only 3,520 
people would have died every year instead of 15,600; or practically 
12,000 lives would have been saved annually, or 96,000 in eight years. 
These are the facts in a nutshell. If the whole community had utilized 
a prophylactic, which had all the time been within their reach,, nearly 
a lakh of lives would have been saved; if only half the population had 
been inoculated our grievous mortality records would be smaller by 
48,000. 

Judging from the experience of recent years there is every reason 
to fear that the plague epidemic will gain strength in the southern 
Deccan districts and States, and a little later in the northern Deccan 
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and Gujerat, just as it has throughout northern India and the Punjab 
until the death rate from plague becomes simply appalling. 

How is that danger to he met. We know that the measures hitherto 
tried have completely, hopelessly, and utterly failed, and that the epi- 
demic has grown in intensity and virulence year by year. We know 
also that along the lines of practical sanitation, with our present 
knowledge, little more can be done with any prospect of success. 

The native, by reason of his "caste rules/' or '"his religion," is prej- 
udiced against any form of inoculation. Reason or argument has 
little or no effect on him. Coercive measures bring riots. The Gov- 
ernment rightly hesitates to use force, and also claims that it is not the 
province of administration to offer pecuniary inducements to persons 
to be inoculated, as was successfully done at Aden about a year ago, 
when one-third of its population submitted to inoculation on being 
given a reward of 1 rupee a head. 

Judging from the experience of late years the aspect of the future 
is not the most hopeful. 

Report from Calcutta — Cholera and plague mortality. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Eakins reports, April 27, as follows: 

During the week ended April 22, 1905, there were no transactions 
at this port. 

During the week there were 31 deaths from cholera and 792 deaths 
from plague in Calcutta. 

In Bengal during the week ended April 15, 1905, there were 6,907 
cases of and 6,022 deaths from plague. 

In India during the week 'ended April 8, 1905, there were 59,227 
cases of and 52,841 deaths from plague, and during the week ended 
April 15, 1905, 60,762 cases and 51,786 deaths. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Inspection of vessels — SmaU})ox in Catania and 
decree relative to vaccination — Typhus fever in Greece. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon McLaughlin reports, May 8, as follows: 
During. the week ended May 6, 1905, the following ships were 
inspected at Naples and Palermo: 

NAPLES. 



Date, i Name of ship. 


Destination. 


Steerage 

passengers 

inspected 

and passed. 


Pieces of 
large bag- 
gage in- 
spected 
and passed. 


Pieces of 

baggage 
disin- 
fected. 


Number of 

steerage 

passengers 

recom- 
mended for 
rejection. 


Apr. 30 


Citta. di Reggio 


do 


1,078 
514 
1,020 
1,424 
1,013 
1, 427 


40 
35 
80 
95 
75 
120 


980 1 2 
650 1 8 


i 




do 


1.450 16 






do 


1,890 ! 9 


6 




do 


1,350 10 


6 




do 


1, 750 10 













PALERMO. 



Mav 4 i Giulia New York . 
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